
Sonata Finance Private Ltd

Reaching out to ‘unbankable’ women

INDIA

Since 2006, Sonata Finance Private Ltd (SFPL) has been offering microfinance products in urban and rural India using the group lending 

model. In 2014 it had over 280,000 clients in more than 50 districts in Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttrakhand, Haryana and 

Bihar.

Sonata focuses on those sections of society who have no access to regular banks. It applies a number of poverty assessments, such as the 

CASHPOR Housing Index, and social impact tracking tools, such as Grameen Bank's progress out of poverty index (PPI). Sonata also uses 

a credit bureau to prevent multi-lending and over-indebtedness among its clients. It was one of the first in the region to be licensed as a 

microfinance institution by the Central Bank of India.

Sonata uses Oikocredit's loans for on-lending to women in northern and central India, who use the loans for agriculture, animal husbandry, 

micro enterprises and petty trade.

Sonata has been an Oikocredit partner since 2010.

Partner info

FACTS

Sector Financial services

SOCIAL PERFORMANCE

Number of clients 824,192

Female clients 100.0%

Rural clients 69.0%
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This document was produced by Oikocredit, Ecumenical Development Cooperative Society U.A. (Oikocredit International) with the greatest of care and to the 

best of its knowledge and belief at the time of writing. Oikocredit International provides no guarantee with regard to its content and completeness and does not 

accept any liability for losses which might arise from making use of this information.
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